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God Will Never Turn His Back on You 
 

“He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
Hebrews 13:5 
 

For six whole hours, the Son of God was suspended between heaven and earth. And at the 
height of His suffering on the cross, He cried out in the deep darkness, “My God, My God, 
why have You forsaken Me?” (Matt. 27:45–46). 

For the first time, Jesus addressed His Father as “God.” The Father had forsaken the Son. As 
Judge of the universe, God had to turn His back on His Son, who was carrying the filth of 
the world’s sins, for His eyes are too pure to behold evil (Hab. 1:13). 

If the Father had not turned His back on His Son, He would have to turn His back on you   
today when you call out to Him in your hour of need. But because Jesus has taken your 
place, today, you take His place, and you have God’s face smiling on you always! 

Right now, God’s face is smiling on you. His countenance is shining on you. I can stand      
before you and declare, “The Lord make His face shine upon you” (Num. 6:25–26). And it is 
all because Jesus has paid the price for God to never leave you nor forsake you (Heb. 13:5). 

As Judge, God turned His back on His Son. But as Father, He cried. His heart was broken 
because Christ was never more pleasing to Him than when He was on the cross. Christ’s   
suffering was a sweet-smelling aroma to the Father (Eph. 5:2). 

Do you remember what Jesus said? “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My 
life that I may take it again” (John 10:17). If you are a parent, you love each one of your   
children equally. But when one of them does something special for you out of love, it   
touches your heart and you just want to run to him and hug him. 

That was what happened at the cross, except that the Father could not embrace His Son. 
Instead, He had to turn His back on His Son because our sins had to be punished in His 
Son’s body. 

When you cry out to the Father for help today, know that He hears you and will surely help 
you. Because of Jesus, He will never turn His back on you! 

Devotion 
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What a Great Term at Lobethal Lutheran 
School 

What a great term it has been at Lobethal Lutheran School - 
one filled with joy, community spirit, achievement and       
celebration. Moments like these remind us just how special 
our school community truly is. 
 

Sports Day 
 

Our recent sports day was a standout highlight. The smiles, 

encouragement and cheers from the sidelines captured true 

sportsmanship in every sense of the word. Our students 

showed grit, kindness and joy, and our community showed 

up in the most beautiful way. A huge thank you to our        

incredible Parents and Friends Association, our generous 

parent helpers and the wider community who gave their 

time, energy and big hearts to make the day such a success. 

And a massive congratulations to our gold winners - we are 

so proud of everyone who participated, supported and      

celebrated one another.  

Success at the Show 

We were also incredibly proud to see Lobethal Lutheran 
School once again recognised at the Mount Pleasant Show 
for our sustainability projects. Across multiple year levels, 
students were awarded 1st and 2nd place ribbons for Every 
Drop Counts, reflecting their learning, creativity and com-
mitment to caring for God’s creation. A special thank you to 
Mrs Habel for her passion, expertise and tireless work in 
leading this project and supporting students so beautifully. 
Well done to everyone involved - a wonderful achievement. 
 

Harmony Day 

Harmony Day was another highlight, with our school glow-

ing in shades of orange. It was a powerful reminder of the 

respect, inclusion and belonging we strive to live out every 

day. Harmony was evident in the way students looked out 

for one another, laughed together and celebrated diversity. 

The international song and dance party was a clear crowd 

favourite and brought so much joy to the day. 
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Community Recognition 
 

We were also delighted to share some very 
special community recognition. The Lobethal 
Lutheran School Parents and Friends                  
Association was selected to receive the           
Adelaide Hills Council Award for Active           
Citizenship. From Lights of Lobethal and Relay 
for Life to ANZAC Day and countless sausage 
sizzles, our PFA has continually turned care into 
action. Volunteers and partners also brought 
the “Lulu” coffee trailer to life — a hub that     
connects people and supports local events. We 
congratulate and thank every volunteer,       
partner and family who makes this work        
possible. 

 
We also congratulate our Principal, who was 
selected to receive an Award for Active           
Citizenship in recognition of her work with 
families, community and education partners, 
particularly in outdoor learning and digital 
safety initiatives that strengthen community 
life. These awards place both recipients among 
a special group of active citizens across the    
Adelaide Hills and will be presented at a      
council ceremony in Stirling on Friday 23        
January. 

 
Thank you to our students for their enthusiasm 
and care, to our staff for their dedication and 
professionalism, to our families for their trust 
and partnership, and to our wider community 
for walking alongside us.  

 
We are deeply thankful - and very proud - to be 
part of such a special school community. 
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Term 2 Dates 
 

First Day Term 2     Monday 27th April 

Cross Country      Wednesday 6th May 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

and Year 4 Worship    Friday 8th May 

Parent Digital Wellbeing 

Seminar        Monday 11th May 

Hills Hollow Art  

Exhibition—Fabrik     Friday 15th May 

Reconciliation Week    Wednesday 27th May 

King’s Birthday       Monday 8th June 

Last Day Term 2     Friday 26th June 


